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April 24, 2025 

Michael Smith
Apprenticeship Director 
South Florida Operating Engineers 
19700 SW 68th Court 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33332 

Dear Mr. Smith,

It is my pleasure to inform you that the South Florida Operating Engineers Preapprenticeship 
Program (P-155) has been approved to participate in the State of Florida’s Apprenticeship 
System and to thank you for your commitment to ensuring Florida continues to produce well 
trained, highly skilled electricians. 

Workforce education is a top priority for Governor Ron DeSantis and the Florida Department of 
Education with the goal of being number one in the nation by 2030. We rely on local
organizations with a vested interest in student success to supplement the tremendous work taking 
place throughout Florida's education system and provide ongoing world- class education 
opportunities. 

South Florida Operating Engineers, and by extension its preapprenticeship program, plays a 
pivotal role in securing Florida’s future. We greatly appreciate your interest in helping to 
make Florida #1 in the nation for workforce education. Ms. Valvery Hillsman will serve as your 
Region 8 Apprenticeship Training Representative and will be in touch with you in the coming 
weeks to assist you with any support you or your team may need.  

If you have any questions or need additional assistance, please contact me at (850) 245-9038 or 
Kathryn.Wheeler@fldoe.org. 

Sincerely,

Kathryn Wheeler 
Director Apprenticeship 
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